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USS BULLHEAD 
Statement 

HON DAN CADDY (North Metropolitan) [10.03 pm]: On Friday last week I had the very special privilege of 
speaking at the unveiling of the memorial to USS Bullhead. For reference, USS Bullhead was an American Balao-class 
submarine that departed Fremantle Harbour on 31 July, 1945 for what would be its final patrol. Fremantle Harbour 
was the largest submarine base in the Southern Hemisphere during the Second World War and the second largest 
Allied submarine base in the Pacific theatre after Pearl Harbour. 
USS Bullhead’s final patrol was to be in the Java Sea and lasted only seven days. It was sunk after brief contact with 
a Japanese aircraft on the very day that the bomb was dropped on Hiroshima, just days before the end of the war. 
USS Bullhead was the last US naval vessel to be lost during the war, hence its significance. There were 85 casualties—
the 84 service personnel on board and the boat’s previous commanding officer Walter T Griffith, who stayed on 
shore for this patrol. He never fully recovered from the loss of his entire crew and the fact that he was not on board, 
and in 1966, then Rear Admiral Griffith took his own life—the eighty-fifth crew member of the USS Bullhead to 
die as a result of that action in August 1945. 
I rose to speak today about what has been happening in more recent times, but it was important to outline that history 
to provide some context. Three years ago, I met a very impressive and driven individual, Mr Tim Baldock. Tim was—
still is—an amateur military historian and had just completed his first book Fortress Fremantle, an exceptional 
book on the importance of Fremantle harbour to the Second World War. Tim was also focused on having a memorial 
to USS Bullhead being put somewhere at Fremantle harbour. He made it his mission to see that that would happen. 
It is not simply a memorial to the 85 lives lost during and after the war; this particular memorial stands for and 
represents so much more. Seventy years after the creation of the ANZUS Treaty, the treaty that remains the foundation 
of our security relationship as we stand shoulder to shoulder with the United States, the USS Bullhead memorial 
demonstrates the qualities and commitment that are needed not only to defend our nation, but also to unite an alliance. 
The memorial will stand as a constant reminder of the efforts of the US Navy during the Second World War and, 
more importantly, to the strength of the alliance that continues to this day. 
The relationship between our state and the United States in the military realm is a special one. Members may not 
know this, but there is only one naval memorial at Arlington National Cemetery in Washington that is not for an 
American vessel, and that is the memorial for HMAS Perth. 
But back to Tim, because it is him and his efforts that I want to point to and congratulate in the strongest terms tonight. 
He was helped along the way by several others, including someone known to many in this place, Sean L’Estrange, 
and the US Consul General, two people I single out for their help. But it is to Tim and the Baldock family that 
I want to say congratulations and thank you—thank you at a personal level for allowing me to speak at the dedication 
of the memorial, but more importantly for Tim’s vision, drive and hard work in making the USS Bullhead memorial, 
which is now standing proudly outside the WA Maritime Museum in Fremantle, a reality. This would never have 
happened without the work and determination of Tim and of the Baldock family, and they should be immensely proud.  
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